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Its story is full of paradoxes. The two greatest triumphs of
the movement were won under the Second Republic. These
were the passing of the Lot Falloux and the overthrow of the
Roman Republic of Mazzini by French Republican troops.
The educational system established by the Loi Falloux is the
best evidence of the 'counter-revolutionary' affinities between
Liberals, Bonapartist President and Liberal Catholics. It set
up freedom of secondary and university education under the
supervision of State inspectors, and allowed the giving of State
grants to free schools in certain circumstances. Since only the
religious orders had funds enough to compete with the State
lycees on anything like equal terms, the practical effect was to
divide the younger generation of the upper and middle classes
into two camps—those brought up in lay schools and those
brought up in clerical schools. The greatest success of the
Liberal-Catholic compromise resulted, in fact, in the per-
manent disruption of the Republic, which was only further
aggravated when the compromise was rescinded in 1905. Then
it was Combes, ex-pupil of the Jesuit schools, who repealed the
Loi Falloux. Similarly, the Republican preservation of the tem-
poral powrer of the Papacy in 1849 was to encourage, twenty
years later, that assertion of Papal Infallibility which destroyed
the movement of Liberal Catholicism. The paradox inherent
in the movement was well illustrated by the career of its chief
founder Lamennais. Starting as the echo of Maistre and
Bonald in his extreme traditionalism, he moved through the
phase of Liberal Catholicism to complete disillusion, ex-
communication by the Pope, and adoption of an extreme
democratic and Socialistic faith.1
The Climax
We have followed the main currents of ideas and movements
which emanated from the great upheaval of the French Revolu-
cartuet: Montalambert d'apres son journal et sa correspondence (3 Vols.
1895-1902).
1 On  the  Falloux  Law  see  Gomte de  Falloux: Mimoires d*w
Royaliste (3 Vols. 1926), Vol. II; H. Michel: La Loi Falloux.

